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seize Hiranya, who, taken unawares and with the
mocking taunt still on his lips, makes a desperate
effort to defend himself.
Any artist will appreciate the technical strength
and imaginative power with which the subjects
are treated in these sculptures. It would, how-
ever, be impossible to give an adequate im-
pression of the great sculptured monuments of
India within the compass of a single volume,
even if sufficient material were available. But
artistic research in India, though it has received
a great impetus of late years, is still in its infancy.
And even if the opportunities for artists were
greater than they are there are some qualities
in art which are almost impossible to explain.
No books or illustrations can give the haunting
mystery of the Gothic cathedrals, or the subtle
influence of the interior of St. Mark's at Venice.
That only can be realised by seeing them with a
mind and disposition for appreciation. RusMn
has truly said, '* The arts, as regards teachable-
ness, differ from the sciences in this, that their
power is founded not only on facts which can
be rammrniicated, but on dispositions which
require to be created/* I can only hope in the
illustrations I have selected to explain the motives
and ideals, and to analyse the principles on which
tie master works of Indian fine art were based,
leaving the rest to those who have the disposition
and the opportunities for learning.